		[bookmark: _Toc347752181]Who we are:
The program of Little Big Steps, Inc. has been developed to meet the physical, mental, social, emotional & creative needs of the individual child. The classroom environments encourage trust and independence. Our center promotes the development of the whole child through play. Activities in the classroom reflect our commitment to provide a developmentally appropriate experience for all children. We believe that children learn through active hands on involvement with materials, equipment & activities. During active play, a child’s mind, body & emotions develop, and true learning takes place.
Our goal is to provide a stimulating, sensitive environment that supports the child’s social, emotional, physical & cognitive growth. Children will learn to form positive, caring & cooperative relationships by interacting with other children and our teachers. In doing this, the child will learn social skills that will last them a lifetime. Early Childhood play experiences effect learning and personal growth throughout life. Our main objective is to assist families in the task of providing the strong foundation for their child’s future development.
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71 North Mtn. Blvd
Mountain Top, PA 18707
Phone: (570) 261-4376
Email: director@littlebigstepselc.com
Web: www.littlebigstepselc.com
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	Welcome to our Pre-Kindergarten program! This is an exciting time for you and your child as you begin to prepare for transition to a Kindergarten classroom. Your child will continue to have classroom experiences that are open-ended and developmentally appropriate. Activities and lessons will also reflect the PA Early Learning Standards and Keystone Stars Environmental Rating Scale. A developmental assessment, Creative Curriculum, will completed three times a year, and you will be able to schedule a conference with your child's teacher to discuss their growth and development.
Our experiences
Our experiences will take place in the classroom, outdoors, and through interactions between children and adults who will guide their learning with patience, warmth, and understanding. We recognize that all children learn differently, and therefore will make adjustments or modifications based on each child's needs. Your child will continue to practice self-help skills and develop their social skills. They will share classroom responsibilities and continue to become independent thinkers and problem solvers.
Please send your child to school with a crib sheet and blanket if you wish to let them take a "rest," as well as a change of clothing. We also ask that you send your child to school in comfortable clothing and shoes that are washable or easy to clean, as many of our activities involve art materials, outdoor play, and other sensory experiences. Please feel free to send in a small album with pictures of your child and family. This is often comforting to a child adjusting to a new school. We ask that your child leave toys at home, other than a comfort object for rest time. Your child's teacher will notify you in advance of special show and tell days, or other opportunities to share something from home. Please label all belongings with your child's name to prevent loss.
Although this is an exciting time, it is a period of transition and you notice some behaviors that are of concern to you. Your child may cry more than usual, resist going to school, or regress in some of his/her self-help skills. We will continue to be as consistent as possible and ask that you do the same. These behaviors are only temporary and will subside as your child becomes more comfortable in the program.
	
	
	Social & Emotional Development:
1. Show independence in a wide range of activities
2. Know and state independent thoughts and feelings
3. Enter into and initiate play with peers
4. Respond with empathy to children who are upset and in need

Language & Literacy Development:
1. Use letter-like forms, letters or random letter strings to express thoughts, feelings and ideas
2. Demonstrate increasing understanding of new vocabulary introduced in conversations, activities and stories
3. Ask and answer relevant questions and share experiences individually and in groups
4. Recognize environmental print including logos and signs

Cognitive Development:
1. Arrange picture cards in sequential order to tell a story
2. [image: ]Look at information on a graph that they create and explain what they observe
3. Solve problems by guessing and checking, using concrete objects
4. Predict how events today or in the recent past affect the near future

Physical Development:
1. Ride a tricycle, using feet and pedal
2. Climb stairs using alternating feet
3. Manipulate dough and clay by squeezing, pounding, rolling, etc.
4. Use props such as hoops or scarves to dance to music
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