		[bookmark: _Toc347752181]Who we are:
The program of Little Big Steps, Inc. has been developed to meet the physical, mental, social, emotional & creative needs of the individual child. The classroom environments encourage trust and independence. Our center promotes the development of the whole child through play. Activities in the classroom reflect our commitment to provide a developmentally appropriate experience for all children. We believe that children learn through active hands on involvement with materials, equipment & activities. During active play, a child’s mind, body & emotions develop, and true learning takes place.
Our goal is to provide a stimulating, sensitive environment that supports the child’s social, emotional, physical & cognitive growth. Children will learn to form positive, caring & cooperative relationships by interacting with other children and our teachers. In doing this, the child will learn social skills that will last them a lifetime. Early Childhood play experiences effect learning and personal growth throughout life. Our main objective is to assist families in the task of providing the strong foundation for their child’s future development.
[bookmark: _Toc347752182]Contact Us
37/71 North Mtn. Blvd
Mountain Top, PA 18707

301 South Main Street
Weatherly, PA 18255
Phone: (570) 261-4376
Email: director@littlebigstepselc.com
Web: www.littlebigstepselc.com
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	Welcome to our Infant Classroom! Our classroom and experiences Will provide your child with a loving, safe and nurturing environment in which to begin exploring their world!
Upon enrolling your infant, you will provide our teachers with a daily schedule that you have established at home. We will also have you complete an infant nutrition form which will provide our teachers with information about your child's dietary needs. We ask that you send in a play-yard sheet, blanket, extra clothes, diapers, wipes, baby food, formula and/or breast milk and bottles for younger infants. Breakfast, lunch and snack will be provided to older infants (at least 12 months) who are ready for table food. Schedules are always flexible to meet the changing needs of our infants!
Because infants learn best though sensory and hands-on experiences, we ask that you dress your child comfortably in clothing that can be cleaned easily. We also ask that once your child begins walking, you send a pair of comfortable shoes to school with him/her, as we have outdoor experiences daily!
Parent teacher communication will occur in a variety of ways, including a monthly newsletter and daily activity reports. The developmental goals and objectives are based on those outlined in the Creative Curriculum for Infants & Toddlers. Daily activities and practices are based on the Keystone Stars Infant and Toddler Environmental Rating Scale and the newly developed PA Early Learning Standards for Infants and Toddlers.
Although this is an exciting time for your infant, it is also a time of transition, and you may note changes in your child that are of concern, for example, changes in eating or sleeping habits, tearfulness and difficulty separating. You can best comfort your child during this time by establishing a consistent drop off and pick up routine, provide love and comfort when your child appears upset, and speak in a positive and cheerful manner about school. This transitional time is normal and will pass as your child becomes more secure in his/her new environment.[image: ]



	
	
	Social & Emotional Development:
1. Look at themselves in a mirror
2. Climb onto a teacher’s lap for comfort
3. Reach for a child’s hand while riding in a buggy
4. Smile when an adult plays peek-a-boo
Language & Literacy Development:
1. Lean forward with an open mouth when the teacher is holding a spoonful of food
2. Move their arms to songs during circle time
3. Tap on the window and squeal when somebody walks by
4. Points toward collage of family photos when mom & dad are sad
Cognitive Development:
1. Shake a bottle filled with clothespins
2. Make marks on a paper with bingo markers
3. Drop different objects into a bin filled with water
4. Put hands in a bin filled with cotton balls
Physical Development:
1. Crawl through a tunnel
2. Rock body back and forth in order to make the swing move
3. Point a finger to pop bubbles in the water table
4. Pulls self to standing position at the ballet bar
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