		[bookmark: _Toc347752181]Who we are:
The program of Little Big Steps, Inc. has been developed to meet the physical, mental, social, emotional & creative needs of the individual child. The classroom environments encourage trust and independence. Our center promotes the development of the whole child through play. Activities in the classroom reflect our commitment to provide a developmentally appropriate experience for all children. We believe that children learn through active hands on involvement with materials, equipment & activities. During active play, a child’s mind, body & emotions develop, and true learning takes place.
Our goal is to provide a stimulating, sensitive environment that supports the child’s social, emotional, physical & cognitive growth. Children will learn to form positive, caring & cooperative relationships by interacting with other children and our teachers. In doing this, the child will learn social skills that will last them a lifetime. Early Childhood play experiences effect learning and personal growth throughout life. Our main objective is to assist families in the task of providing the strong foundation for their child’s future development.

[bookmark: _Toc347752182]Contact Us
37 & 71 North Mtn. Blvd
Mountain Top, PA 18707
Phone: (570) 261-4376
Email: director@littlebigstepselc.com
Web: www.littlebigstepselc.com
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	Welcome to our Young Preschool Classroom! Your child is likely achieving some degree of independence as far as self-help skill, such as dressing, using the potty and speaking his or her mind about many issues!

Your child's classroom will be an environment rich in printed materials that will encourage exploration and provide opportunity for growth socially, cognitively, and physically. Monthly studies and daily lesson plans are devised based on the Creative Curriculum for Preschool and the PA Early Learning Standards and are taught in ways that the children develop and learn. Developmental assessments are completed on each child three times a year. Conferences are offered at these times as well; however, you may schedule a meeting with your child's teachers at any time to discuss their progress. Children play an active role in planning and are encouraged to build on prior experiences and ask questions! Children's questions, responses and work are documented and displayed around the classroom so that they may be referred to throughout the study.

Because children at this age learn best through hands on activities, each activity is carefully planned and adapted to meet the needs of all our children. It is important to dress your child in comfortable clothing that is easy to clean. We also suggest providing your child with a change of clothing to keep at school, a crib sheet and blanket for "rest" time.

Although this is an exciting time for your child, it is still a period of transition and you may notice some signs that are of concern, such as crying, clinging and resistance to come to school. You can best prepare your child for this transition by visiting the classroom ahead of time, discussing new activities and reading books about going to preschool. Please send in family photos, a stuffed animal or other items which your child may use for comfort. This transitional time is an important opportunity for growth in your child and will pass as the year goes on.

Please label all clothing, photos and personal items in order to prevent loss. We also as that, other than a comfort object for transitions, your child leave other toys at home.


	
	
	Social & Emotional Development:
1. Show independence in a wide range of activities
2. Know and state independent thoughts and feelings
3. Enter into and initiate play with peers
4. Respond with empathy to children who are upset and in need
Language & Literacy Development:
1. Recognize environmental print including logos and signs
2. Ask and answer relevant questions and share experiences individually and in groups
3. Demonstrate increasing understanding of new vocabulary introduced in conversations, activities and stories
4. Use letter like forms, letters or random letter strings to express thoughts, feelings and ideas 

Cognitive Development:
1. Arrange picture cards in sequential order to tell a story
2. Make marks on a paper with bingo markers
3. Drop different objects into a bin filled with water
4. Put hands in a bin filled with cotton balls
Physical Development:
1. Ride a tricycle, using feet to pedal
2. Climb stairs using alternating feet
3. Manipulate dough and clay by squeezing, pounding, rolling, etc.
4. Use props such as hoops or scarves to dance to music
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